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respecting the wide range of magnitude among the
fixed stars, do not interfere itf the least with the theo-
ries which have been formed as to the distances from
beyond which the light of some of the stars, only just
Visible in powerful telescopes, must be supposed to
reach us. On the contrary, one may conceive, accord-
ing to my views, that some of these faintly seen orbs
may be many times larger even than giant Sirius, in
which case the distance of such stars would be many
times greater than has been hitherto supposed. We
may at any rate assume with confidence, that many
stars only visible in powerful telescopes shine from
beyond depths which light would occupy thousands of
years in traversing. I cannot, indeed^ go farther, as
astronomers have iitherto done, and say that the
nebulae must be regarded as external galaxies, and
therefore as sending tiieir light to us over spaces
which light must take many times as long an interval
in traversing as it does in travelling to us from the
bounds of our own galaxy. But it would be to mis-
interpret altogether the views which I have formed
respecting the universe to suppose that I imagine
those distant spaces which astronomers have hitherto
filled with imaginary galaxies to be untenanted.0 On
the contrary, I have no doubt whatever that galaxies,
resembling our own, exist at distances infinitely ex-
ceeding those at which astronomers have placed their
most distant nebular universes, if even the bounds of
our own galaxy do not extend into space as far as"*the
widest limits hitherto assigned to the system of nebulae.